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PROJECT  

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS SCHOLARSHIPS - PROEXCA  

 (2015-2019)  

The operation called "Scholarships in International 

Business", organised by the Regional Ministry of Economy, 

Industry, Trade and Knowledge of the Government of the 

Canary Islands, through the Vice-Ministry of Economy and 

Economic Affairs with the European Union, is presented as 

a good practice. The public company PROEXCA, as a 

collaborating entity, is responsible for the management and 

coordination of the scholarships.  

The International Scholarship Programme consists of 

offering theoretical training, with an online University 

Master's Degree, and practical training to those selected who have been able to  

working as an Export Manager in the international headquarters of Spanish and foreign companies, in 

foreign promotion organisations, commercial offices of companies and international institutions.  

For the Government of the Canary Islands, training is one of the pillars of the strategy that the regional 

government is developing to consolidate the internationalisation of the Islands' economy. The high 

level of employability registered among the students who have participated in the scholarship 

programmes stands out and demonstrates that in the Canary Islands there is an important demand for 

qualified personnel, in relation to international business, which needs to be covered in order to 

continue advancing in the process of opening up the economy.  

Many of the young people who have benefited from the scholarships have joined the staff of 

companies that market their products or services in other countries or foreign companies based in the 

islands that use the archipelago as a logistics platform from which to provide services to other 

countries. According to a survey carried out in 2017 by PROEXCA, 87 percent of the young people who 

participate in these internships get a quality job within six months.  

  
Area of activity:  

(select one or more areas)  

☐ Access to employment for the active and inactive population  

☐Gender equality and reconciliation of personal and family life with 
work  

X Mobility   

☐ Sustainable integration of NEETs (Young people)  

☐ Entrepreneurship and business creation  

☐ Adaptation to change for businesses  

☐ Adaptation to change for employees  

☐ Active ageing  

☐ Reducing truancy and improving access to quality primary and 
secondary education.  

☐ Improving tertiary education, attainment and access  

☐ Lifelong learning  

☐ Integration of marginalised communities  
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 ☐ Promoting social enterprises  

☐ Community-led development strategies  

☐ Improved access to social services  

☐ Active inclusion  

☐ Anti-discrimination  

☐ Modernisation of labour institutions and transnational mobility  

☐ Institutional capacity and efficiency of public administrations and 
services  

☐ Competence building for stakeholders  

☐ Sectoral and territorial pacts mobilising for reform  

☐ Low carbon economy  

☐ Digital diary  

☐ Research and development  

☐ SME Competitiveness  

Specific objective within 
which the project is framed  

The aim of this project has been to train young graduates, under 30 years 
of age and Canary Islands residents, in international business in order to 
create a network of agents to provide services to Canary Islands companies 
and, at the same time, attract investment to the Canary Islands.  

Date of implementation/ 
Duration  

2015-2016 edition: 2 years  
2016-2017 edition: 1.5 years  
2017-2018 edition: 1.5 years  
2018-2019 edition: 1.5 years  

ESF contribution  453,361.35 euros  

Total Budget  533,366.29 euros  

Participants (Disaggregate 
by sex, if available)  

In all the editions 246 applications were submitted and 126 students were 
awarded scholarships for the master's degree, of which 120 were 
successful (62 men and 58 women). Of the 120 students who passed the 
master's degree, a total of 48 students were awarded scholarships for an 
international destination; 26 men and 22 women.  
A total of 168 trainees have been trained; 88 men and 80 women.   

Country  Spain  

Organisation  Canary Islands Economic Development Company PROEXCA  

Web  https://www.proexca.es/inicio  

Social Networking  

https://es- 
es.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1163846560338514&id=282 
897351766777  
https://twitter.com/proexca/status/1006521101474783232  

Video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=11&v=5IiixeySqRA  
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Contact Details  

PROEXCA  
928 30 74 50 
mailto:info@proexca.es  

 

 JUSTIFICATION OF GOOD PRACTICE CRITERIA:   
 
1.- High dissemination among beneficiaries and the general public.  

• PROEXCA WEBSITE: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=11&v=5IiixeySqRA  

 

• BANNER ON THE PROEXCA WEBSITE  

Published 14/06/2016. No. of visits as of 31/12/2016: 14,275 and as of 31/12/2017: 

20,321:  

https://www.proexca.es/inicio  
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PROMOTIONAL VIDEO INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS:   

With logos of the European Union and Canarias Avanza con Europa.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=11&v=5IiixeySqRA  

 

• NEWS PORTAL OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CANARY ISLANDS:  

https://www.gobiernodecanarias.org/noticias/hemeroteca/eicc/82938/economia-convoca-

40becas-cursar-estudios-negocios-internacionales-optar-practicas-exterior  

 

https://www.proexca.es/publicaciones/Post/13744/econom%C3%AD  

The Economic Council, awarded for the management of the European Social Fund and the ERDF  

 
NEWS ON THE PROEXCA WEBSITE:  
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https://www.proexca.es/publicaciones/Post/14324/econom%C3%ADa-ayuda-a-55-canarios-

acursar-estudios-en-negocios-internacionales  
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ON PROEXCA'S FACEBOOK PAGE:  

https://eses.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1163846560338514&id=2828973517667
77  

Call for applications for International Business Scholarships. Published on 01/07/2016 and 18 April 
2017. With logos of the European Union and Canarias Avanza con Europa.   

 

LINKEDIN  

Call for applications for International Business Grants. Published on 
13/06/2016 with logos of the European Union and Canarias Avanza con 
Europa.   

 

• ON TWITTER:   

https://twitter.com/proexca/status/1006521101474783232  

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

   

 

  



     

-  

Good Practices: International Business Scholarship Project - PROEXCA  Page:  7  

NEWS IN THE WRITTEN PRESS:  

La Provincia. 5 February 2017 // CANARIAS7: 13 May 2017. 

 

2.-Incorporation of innovative elements.  

This project incorporates innovative elements such as online language tests, English language training 

modules, online market research, telematic interaction between candidates, virtual monitoring and 

selection of emerging markets.  

3.- Adequacy of the results obtained in relation to the objectives set.  

In addition to training qualified personnel to promote the internationalisation of the Canary Islands, 

these scholarship programmes also contribute to creating a network of agents that help to promote 

the Islands as a logistics base and platform for investors seeking to expand their business. The result 

of this project was 100% employability of the scholarship students one year after the end of their 

participation in this project.  
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4.-It contributes to the resolution of a problem or weakness detected in the area of 

implementation.  

The objective of the International Business Scholarship Programme is to provide, on the one hand, 

specialised practical training for university students resident in the Canary Islands, with the aim of 

providing the beneficiaries with sufficient training to provide business internationalisation services 

and, on the other hand, to attract investment to the Canary Islands and to create a network of 

international agents that provide services both to Canary Islands companies in the field of 

internationalisation and to foreign companies interested in investing in the Canary Islands.  

5.- It has a high degree of coverage of the target population.   

In the 2016-2017 edition, the PROEXCA website received 25,497 visits in the Scholarships section, 

which represents a high degree of coverage and interest, considering that, that year, the number of 

university graduates in the Canary Islands was 5,609, according to data from the Institute of Statistics 

of the Canary Islands. In the 2017-2018 edition, the PROEXCA website received 24,575 visits, in the 

section on international scholarships, when in 2017, the number of university graduates was 5,700.  

6.- Consideration of the horizontal criteria of equal opportunities and non-discrimination, 

as well as social responsibility and environmental sustainability.  

In terms of equality criteria, 168 pupils participated in this project, of which 80 were female and 88 

were male.   

7.- Synergies with other policies or instruments of public intervention.   

The scholarship holders carried out internships in economic and commercial offices abroad, thanks 

to the collaboration with the Secretary of State for Trade of the Ministry of Economy and 

Competitiveness of the Spanish Government and the offices abroad of PROEXCA (Government of the 

Canary Islands) and the Canary Islands Foundation for External Action in Cape Verde, among others.  

Some of the scholarship holders have been trained at the Economic and Commercial Office of the 

Spanish Embassy in Bogotá and other national organisations, in Canada, Norway, the United 

Kingdom, Stockholm, the United States, Senegal and Morocco.  


