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Support for the reconstruction of Valencia's
schools following the devastating floods

Mathias Cormann

Dear colleagues,

As you know, Spain — Valencia in particular — was recently hit by devastating
floods that caused an immense loss of life and damaged businesses, key
infrastructure and community centres. I invite our OECD community to join me
in extending our heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims.

For those of you willing to express their support the communities in Valencia
most affected by the floods, I have authorised the use of an account to facilitate
the collection of funds to help reconstruct their schools, for you to make a
financial contribution.

As proposed by our Spanish OECD colleagues, the funds raised will be sent on
behalf of the OECD to the parents’ associations of the most affected schools.

I offer my deepest sympathy to all those who have lost loved ones, those who
have lost homes, schools and businesses, and those who are suffering injuries.

Kind regards,
Paris, 21 Novembre 2024

Mathias
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Soutien a la reconstruction des écoles de
Valence apres les inondations dévastatrices

Mathias Cormann
Chers collégues,

Comme vous le savez, 'Espagne — et plus particuliérement Valence — a été
récemment frappée par des inondations dévastatrices qui ont causé d'immenses
pertes humaines et endommagé des entreprises, des infrastructures essentielles
et des centres communautaires. J'invite la communauté de 'OCDE 4 se joindre
a moi pour présenter ses sinceres condoléances aux familles des victimes.

Pour ceux d’entre vous qui souhaitent exprimer leur soutien aux communautés
de Valence les plus touchées par les inondations, j’ai autorisé I'utilisation d’un
compte pour faciliter la collecte de fonds afin de contribuer a la reconstruction
de leurs écoles, afin que vous puissiez apporter une contribution financiere.

Comme proposé par nos collégues espagnols de ’OCDE, les fonds collectés
seront envoyés au nom de 'OCDE aux associations de parents d’éléves des
écoles les plus touchées.

J’adresse mes plus sincéres condoléances a tous ceux qui ont perdu des étres
chers, a ceux qui ont perdu leur maison, leur école ou leur entreprise, et a ceux
qui souffrent de blessures.

Bien cordialement,

Paris, 21th Novembre 2024

Mathias
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Helping Valencia's Kids Return to School
After the Floods

On October 29th, a DANA (Isolated Depression at High Levels) struck
numerous towns across Valencia (Spain), causing widespread destruction.
Torrential rains swept away homes, enterprises, nursing homes, and
schools. The magnitude of this tragedy is enormous, and efforts are still
underway to identify all those affected and assess the damage to prioritize
reconstruction efforts.

In this context every little bit helps. OECD staff can contribute to a key
area: helping to ensure that school activities can resume as soon as
possible. After gathering information from several schools in the Huerta
Sur area of Valencia, we have found that many are struggling to provide
their students with a way back to class.

The purpose of this initiative is to allocate the collected funds to the
Parent-Teacher Associations (AMPASs) of the schools in impacted areas,
ensuring that this support is used exclusively for the purchase
of school supplies (books, board games, pencils, etc.) and
school furniture (desks, chairs, etc.).

Many of these children are still dealing with the consequences of living in
flood-damaged homes. With our help, we can contribute to making
schools a joyful space once again, where children can continue learning
and regain a sense of normalcy in their lives.

Thank you so much for being part of this solidarity effort.



Una nueva vuelta al cole tras 1a DANA

El pasado 29 de octubre, una DANA azot6 numerosos pueblos de la region
espafiola de Valencia, causando enormes destrozos. Las intensas lluvias
arrasaron viviendas particulares, pequeiios y medianos comercios,
residencias de ancianos y colegios. La magnitud de esta tragedia es tan
grande que adn se esta identificando a todos los afectados y evaluando los
dafnos para priorizar las tareas de reconstruccion.

En este contexto, y como se dice en Espana “toda piedra hace pared”.
Desde la OCDE, queremos sumar esfuerzos en un area clave: ayudar a
que las actividades escolares puedan retomarse lo antes
posible. Tras recopilar informacion de varios colegios en la zona de la
Huerta Sur de Valencia, nos han comunicado que muchos de ellos
enfrentan grandes dificultades para que sus estudiantes vuelvan a clase.

El proposito de esta iniciativa es entregar lo recaudado a las AMPAs de
varios colegios de las zonas afectadas, con la intencién de que esta ayuda
se destine exclusivamente a la compra de material escolar
(libros, juegos de mesa, lapices, etc.) y mobiliario escolar (pupitres,
sillas, etc.). Las AMPAS podran justificar el uso de esta donacién de forma
transparente.

Muchos de estos nifios atin enfrentan las consecuencias de vivir en
hogares dafiados por las inundaciones. Con nuestra ayuda, podemos
contribuir a que las escuelas se conviertan nuevamente en un refugio
donde los pequenos puedan continuar aprendiendo y recuperando algo de
normalidad en sus vidas.

iMuchas gracias por ser parte de este esfuerzo solidario!



